










M. Bramlett
Notes on World War I : Chronology for the Road to War
Underlying Causes: MINE
1. Militarism-especially in Germany

2. Imperialism-wanted to spread control outside own borders

3. Nationalism-caused ethnic divisions within countries.

Slavs in Austria-Hungary    Irish in Great Britain

4. Entangling alliances-designed to protect against war-

   resulted in small event sparking major military action.

1.Dual Alliance (1879) Ger/Aus-Hun mutual defense pact

2.Triple Alliance (1882) Ger/Aus-Hun/Italy

3.Triple Entente (1894-1907) France/Russia/Great Brit.

Immediate Causes: BEAR
1. "Blank check" given Austria by Germany

2. Effect of the alliances

3. Assassination of Arch Duke Francis Ferdinand

4. Russian mobilization

The "Spark":

1. June 28,1914-Arch Duke Ferdinand assassinated in Sarajevo, Bosnia by radical

    Serb. Member of the “Black Hand”

2. Austria-Hungary wanted to punish Serbia, but wanted assurance of German  

       support in case Russia became involved on the side of Serbia. Germany       

       gave“blank check”

3. July 23,1914--Aus-Hun sends ultimatum to Serbia. Asks them to give up all     

    their rights of self-determination and allow Austro-Hun officials to lead  

      investigation of murder.

4. July 25,1914--Serbia rejects ultimatum

5. July 28,1914--Aus-Hun declares war on Serbia

6. July 30,1914--Russia mobilizes troops near border

7. July 31,1914--Germany send ultimatum to Russia and France

     Russia doesn't reply.

8. Aug.1,1914--Germany declares war on Russia

9. Aug.3,1914--Germany declares war on France

     Invades France through Belgium...neutrality guaranteed by 1839 treaty

10. Aug. 4,1914-- Great Britain declares war on Germany. Alliance between

     Belgium and Great Brit. brings GB into war to assist Belgium.

Central Powers: Germany/Austria-Hungary..later Turkey/Bulgaria

Allies: France/Russia/Great Brit/ (Serbia/Belgium)... later Japan/Italy/ Montenegro/USA

