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Prelude to War
1931 March...........Japan invades Manchuria

1933. Jan...............Hitler appointed Chancellor of Germany

         March...........Hitler granted dictatorial power

1934 March...........Hindenberg dies, Hitler becomes Fuhrer

1935 March...........Hitler announces German rearmament

         Oct...............Nuremberg Laws deprives Jews of citizenship rights

                  Italy invades Ethiopia

1936 March...........Germany moves troops into the Rhineland

         July.............. Civil War in Spain

                               Germany signs pact with Italy

1938 March...........Anschluss (Germany annexes Austria)

         Sept..............Munich Conference (Sudetenland annexed)

         Nov..............Kristallnacht

1939 March...........Hitler annexes the rest of Czechoslovakia

         August..........Nazi-Soviet Pact

         Sept. 1..........Germany invades Poland!  

         Sept. 3.......... Britain and France declare war on Germany!
World War II

1939 Sept. 3..........war begins

         Fall...............USSR occupies Eastern Poland, bases in Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Finland

         Nov..............US begins cash and carry policy

1940 April.............Germany invades Norway, Netherlands, Belgium, Luxembourg, France

         June..............Dunkirk (evacuation of British and French troops)

                              Italy enters war (invades southern France)

         June 20..........France falls

         July...............Battle of Britain begins

         Sept..............USA begins 1st peace time draft

                               Tripartite Pact

         Dec...............Battle of Britain called off

1941 March...........US begins Lend-Lease

         June 22........Hitler invades USSR

         Aug..............Atlantic Conference

         Dec.7........... Japanese attack Pearl Harbor!

         Dec. 8..........US declares war on Japan!
         Dec. 11........Germany and Italy declare war on the US

                             Entire western hemisphere except Argentina declares war on the Axis powers

        Late Dec.......Japan invades Philippines, Guam, Midway, Hong Kong, Malaya, New Guinea,

                              Threatens Australia

1942  June............. Battle of Midway (US turns back Japanese navy)

          Nov............. Allied invasion of North Africa begins

                               Germans begin retreat from Stalingrad

1943  Jan............... Casablanca Conference

          July.............  Allied invasion of Italy

                               Mussolini flees to Germany

                                Italy joins the Allies

          Nov.............  Teheran Conference

1944 June 4...........   Rome falls to Allies

         June 6..........   D-Day (Allied invasion at Normandy)

         Aug. 25.........   Paris liberated

         Nov-Dec.......  Battle of the Bulge (last German offensive)

1945 Feb................  Yalta Conference  

         March...........   Allies cross the Rhine at Ramagen

         April 12.......   FDR dies, Truman becomes President

         April.............  Allied and Soviet forces meet at the Elbe River

         Mussolini executed

         April 30........  Hitler kills himself in his bunker in Berlin

         May 7...........  Germany surrenders

         May 8........... V-E Day!

         July............... 1st testing of the atomic bomb at Los Alamos, NM 
                                Potsdam Conference

         Aug. 6........... 1st atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima

         Aug 8............ USSR declares war on Japan

         Aug. 9........... atomic bomb dropped on Nagasaki                     

         Aug 14.......... Japan surrenders
         Aug 15..........V-J Day!
         Sept. 2...........Japan signs formal articles of surrender

