


Writing Suggestions for AP Essays

1.  Be certain you understand the question and attempt to answer it.  Underline the command words.  Then underline the key words in the question.  If there is more than one part to the question, be sure to address each part.  Capture the reader’s attention with a powerful introduction.

2.  Use facts to support your thesis, arguments and generalization.  Make as specific references as possible, no matter how general or broad the question is.  Load your essay with facts.  You can never have too many facts to back up your thesis.  Make sure your facts ARE facts.  Three to five facts per paragraph are acceptable.  Before you begin writing, make an outline of the main points you intend to cover.

3.  Have a thesis that answers the question, but don’t just turn the question into a statement.  A good thesis should attempt to tell why, explain or somehow account for the reasons a particular set of historical circumstances occurred.  All facts should reinforce the thesis.  Don’t write just to take up space.  

4.  Use standard organization with an introduction (which tells the reader what you are going to do), a body (which does what you said you were going to do) and a conclusion (which tells the reader what you did).  AP essays will often run six or more paragraphs.  Long essays are not necessarily good essays, but short essays are rarely good essays.

5.  Use good English grammar and forceful, direct language.  Avoid slang.  In other words, don’t write conversationally.  This is formal writing; use formal language.

6.  Use the past tense consistently.  Avoid use of the present tense and don’t switch tenses.  History has already happened…use past tense.

7.  Avoid use of first or second pronouns (even if they appear in the question).  Make certain pronouns have antecedents.  “I” is redundant.  The essay is your opinion so there is no need to say “I think” or “in my opinion”.  “We” and “you” denote a personal relationship which probably doesn’t exist, so avoid their usage.

8.  Be careful with spelling.  Pay close attention to historical terms.  Never misspell a word that is a part of the question.

9.  Avoid efforts at humor.  If you wish to impress the reader, use literary skills such as irony.

10.  Avoid misspelling commonly misspelled words.  


Their = pronoun


There = adverb


Affect = verb


Effect = noun


Its = possessive pronoun 


It’s = pronoun + verb 

 (this is where you can put into practice sentence diagramming you learned in middle school)

11. Write as neatly as possible, readers are prejudiced against messy work.  Always use only blue or black ink.

12.  Avoid usage of long quotations.  Only use quotations if you cannot think of a way to paraphrase a point.  One or two quotations per essay are plenty.

13.  Proofread!!

