









M. Bramlett

Effective Test-Taking

1. Review your notes in the same manner you read a text – underline and/or highlight your notes, and use marginal checks. Use the blank page opposite the note page in your notebook for comments, elaboration, or clarification.

2. Make and use review sheets. Write down potential questions, as well as important identifications and definitions. Charts are great for organizing facts.

3. Essay responses require a thesis statement; paragraph responses require a topic sentence. In both cases, these should be the first sentence of your response. (Yes, it is technically correct to put your thesis/topics sentence at the end of your response, but this makes it much more difficult for the reader to identify.) Be sure you understand exactly what the question asks – a superb response on the characteristics of the Italian Renaissance is worthless if you have been asked to explain the characteristics of the Northern Renaissance. Support your responses with scientific, detailed information. Formal grammar and diction is important, but not critical; the professor knows that you’re writing under time constraints. Write anything pertinent if you can. Most teachers give partial credit; all will try to reward effort. If you finish early, review your response. Few practices are less impressive to the teacher than the student who submits a shoddy response more than ten minutes before the end of the period.

4. Always answer multiple choice questions if the test is not penalty graded. Always guess if you can eliminate more than one of the choices.

5. Identification and definition responses can be brief, but be sure to include a comment on significance.

6.  Take advantage of after school tutoring to clarify questions you may have.

7.  Take advantage of the on-line testing offered on your textbook web site. Sometimes 

      the exact questions show up on the test!

