Primary Source Analysis Worksheet

In order to make sure you fully understand a primary source, ask yourself the following five questions. When writing an essay about a primary source, be sure to work in the information so that your understanding is clear to the reader. These questions hold the key to unlocking the meaning in all primary sources, and even most secondary sources!

  DOCUMENT TITLE__________________________________________________________________
 AUTHOR____________________________________________DATE of DOC ________________
1. Context: What is the historical context of this document?

2. Audience: For what audience was this document intended?

3. Thesis: What is the author’s thesis?

4. Agenda: What was the author’s agenda? (In other words, what was his reason for writing this document? Does the author have a specific goal in mind?)

5. Point-Of-View: Does the document show any bias on the part of the author? (In other words, show awareness of the author’s point-of-view – he is an individual with unique opinions and prejudices that must be acknowledged.)

