Chapter 28 
Cold War 

Causes 
For many countries the end of the war did not mean an end to the fighting. Agreeing on a post-war Europe seemed to be more difficult than actually fighting the war. Almost as soon as the fighting had ceased a new war started. This war did not involve bullets and bombs, but brinksmanship and intimidation. This new war was the Cold War. The Cold War was the product of different opinions on how to address the military, political, and economic situation in Europe and was primarily the result of ideological differences between the Soviet Union and the United States. 
The three Allied leaders, Churchill (Britain), Stalin (Soviet Union), and Roosevelt (United States), met at Teheran in November 1943. The objective of the meeting was to agree on the best means of ending the war with the least number of casualties. Churchill proposed allowing the British and American troops to move north through the Balkans. Stalin and Roosevelt agreed on an allied invasion of France. Finally, the second proposal was accepted and the date of the invasion was set for 1944. 

The result of this plan was that the British and American forces would meet the Russian on a north-south line somewhere in Germany. It also meant that the Soviets would be responsible for liberating nearly all of Eastern Europe. However, potentially problematic issues like what to do with Poland were shelved for later discussion. Churchill was suspicious of the Soviets as early as 1944, and he arranged to meet with Stalin in October of that year to get more specific answers. At the meeting Stalin proved equally evasive and Churchill was forced to leave feeling frustrated. 

The leaders met one more time before the end of the war. The meeting in February 1945 was at Yalta in southern Russia. The defeat of the Germans was now inevitable, as was the might of the Soviet war machine. Despite being able to field an army of 11 million men the Soviets feared invasion by the Europeans. This fear dictated their post-war strategy to create a buffer between themselves and the rest of Europe. Stalin was also motivated by material needs too. The industrial power and natural resources of eastern Europe were tempting objectives for a country that had suffered through almost six years of war. 
The leaders of the Grand Alliance did approve the “Declaration on Liberated Europe” which decreed the allies would assist the liberated countries to establish their own democratically elected governments. Stalin also promised to help the United States fight the war in the Pacific, but in return they were given Sakhalin and the Kurile Islands and the railroad rights in Manchuria. Roosevelt also

proposed the creation of the United Nations to prevent any future trouble escalating into war. (The United Nations, intended to replace the League of Nations, met at San Francisco in 1945 and proved useful in preventing any escalation of hostilities into war). But most importantly they all agreed that Germany must offer unconditional surrender. 

Another difficult issue that was addressed was what to do with Poland. It was agreed that the Poles would hold free elections to determine their own government. However, the Soviets wanted any political party that was elected to be pro-Soviet. (Obviously a pro-Soviet government could not be guaranteed in a free election). 
By the time the three allied leaders met for the last time at the Berlin suburb of Potsdam in July 1945, several significant changes had taken place. Roosevelt had been replaced by Harry Truman (Roosevelt had died in April) and relations between the superpowers was already deteriorating. The Soviets were angry that the Americans had stopped the Lend-Lease program before the end of the war and the American government had refused Soviet requests for aid. In addition the Soviets wanted territories concessions that included not only parts of Germany, but also Romania, Czechoslovakia, and Turkey. Russia did acquire the Baltic states of Latvia, Lithuania, and Estonia, which they had occupied in 1940. (Other changes affecting Germany’s allies also took place). Stalin also wanted Germany to pay for the cost of the war ($20 billion) and he wanted German industry. He did receive roughly half of the money he wanted and large German industries were transported to the Soviet Union. To the Americans the Soviets had failed to honor the “Declaration on Liberated Europe.” (In early 1945 the Soviets had installed the Communist Petra Groza as head of the government in Romania). Stalin insisted that he could not allow free election because the result may be a government hostile to the Soviet Union. Several plans were discussed about the future of Germany, but eventually they all agreed that Germany should be reunited as disarmed and de-Nazified nation. There is speculation that Truman’s approach to the Soviets was altered because of the successful dropping of the atomic bomb on Japan the day before the conference. Realizing that the United States had the most powerful weapon in the world allowed Truman to take a much firmer stance with Stalin. At Fulton, Missouri in 1946, Winston Churchill made the famous, “iron curtain” speech. 

Soviet Union 

The Great Patriotic War was disastrous for the Soviet Union and ended up costing her almost one-third of her wealth. She was determined to protect herself from future European aggression at any cost. Pro-Soviet governments were installed in Poland, Romania, Hungary, and Bulgaria. In 1946 a civil war erupted in Greece. In what proved to be a war between the Communists and the anti-Communists, the fear of Communist encroachment into Europe seemed a very real possibility. 

President Truman was determined to stop the fall of any more European nations and responded by issuing the Truman Doctrine. (The United States pledged to support free people who were trying to protect themselves). In March 1947 President Truman requested $400 million in economic aid for Greece and Turkey. The rationale was that since communism was fed by economic crisis and poverty, financial aid would help maintain economic stability. 
Also in 1947 the European Recovery Plan (or Marshall Plan) was put into effect to help European nations recover from the war. The Soviets saw the $13 billion of the Marshall as another attempt by the capitalists to buy influence in weaker nations. The Marshall Plan was not intended to exclude the Soviets or the eastern Europeans but they all refused the offer. American diplomat George Keenan suggested a policy of containment against the Soviet Union to stop the spread of communism. Gradually containment became the de facto policy of the western powers. 

After the war, Berlin had been divided into four separate zones each controlled by either the Russian, British, French, or Americans. Slowly all the zones except the Russian merged into one large zone. The Russians refused to cooperate. In 1948 the Russians blockaded West Berlin, refusing to allow trucks or trains into the zone. A constant stream of planes, which flew daily missions into the besieged zone, kept the people of West Berlin supplied. The Berlin Air Lift delivered almost 13,000 tons of supplies a day at the height of the siege. In the search for mutual protection Great Britain, France, Belgium, and Luxembourg signed the Pact of Brussels. 
In September 1949 the West German Federal Republic (West Germany) was created. In October of the same year the German Democratic Republic (East Germany) was created. Also in 1949 the western powers formed the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) in which all the participating countries agreed to help each other if any one of them was attacked. Initially there were 15 countries, but that number increased when Turkey and Greece were added. In response to NATO the eastern Europeans formed the Warsaw Pact for military protection, and the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance (COMECON) for economic assistance. 
After the war Stalin launched the fourth Five-Year Plan in 1945, to get the Soviet Union back on a strong economic footing. Benefiting from German industries that had been relocated to the Soviet Union, progress was amazing. Within a few years the Soviets managed to exceed pre-war industrial output. Although industrial production boomed the living conditions for most of the people did not improve. Collectivization did allow some flexibility, but overall the peasants saw little progress. 
The launching of Sputnik (first space satellite) in 1957 served to increase the prestige of the Soviet Union, especially in the Third World. But the Soviet Union was facing several major issues. Soldiers who had fought in Europe had seen western customs and technology and were quickly disillusioned by life in the Soviet Union. This caused a “crisis of faith” to which Stalin responded with his traditional ruthlessness. 

Stalin was able to suppress opposition because he was an absolute dictator. Through purges, spies, and the secret police (NKVD, later known as the KGB) he was able to keep eliminating all opposition. Historians have debated just how many people died under Stalin’s system, while the actual number will never be known there is agreement that it is over 20 million. 
Stalin died in 1953 and for a short time the Soviet Union experienced a collective leadership. In 1955 one person emerged from the interregnum as a sole leader, Nikita Khrushchev (1894-1971). Khrushchev was responsible for ending the forced labor camps and for trying to eliminate some of the other features of the Stalinist regime. In 1961 Stalin’s body was removed from the Kremlin and reburied outside the Kremlin’s walls and Stalingrad was renamed Volgograd. He tried to place a greater emphasis on light industry. He consolidated collective farms and tried to increase the amount of agricultural land, especially around the Ural Mountains. Unfortunately many of these ventures were unsuccessful which led to increased criticism. One of the reasons he failed was because of the heavy financial burden the Soviet Union had to pay to keep its heavy industry working and it massive military machine running. While Khrushchev did many things to improve the Soviet Union including attempting to destalinize the country and admitting to the atrocities of his predecessor, he was equally ruthless at times. 
Khrushchev had tried to thaw the Cold War but his policies and his personality had worked against him. In 1956, Boris Pasternak wrote Dr. Zhivago (published in Italy) and was awarded the Nobel Prize (which he was not allowed to accept). Clearly the Soviet government was gradually allowing a little more openness and criticism. In 1962 Alexander Solzhenitsyn published his One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich, which told the world about the labor camps. Gradually opposition to Khrushchev increased and in 1964 at a secret meeting of the Soviet Politburo he was replaced by Alexei Kosygin. 

In the early 1960s the Soviets became alarmed at the number of people in Berlin that were moving from the east to the west. In November 1961, the German Democratic Republic started building a wall across Berlin. The Berlin Wall became the most obvious symbol of Soviet domination and the Cold War. 

In 1964 Leonid Brezhnev (1906-1982), a hard line Communist who had served the Party his whole life, came to power. Brezhnev’s philosophies can be summed up in the saying “no experimentation.” “Brezhnev Doctrine” allowed for Rusina intervention in Eastern European affairs 

During the 1970s the relations between the east and the west went through a phrase marked by détente. Both superpowers moved towards negotiations and tried to reduce global tensions. The Antiballistic Missile Treaty of 1972 showed that negotiations could reduce nuclear capabilities and ease tensions between the superpowers. But the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in 1979 triggered a return to the Cold War mentality. 

However, in 1985 Mikhail Gorbachev became the leader and opted to take the Soviet Union in a new direction. Gorbachev was the son of peasants who had managed to enter university and attain a law degree. He set out to end the Cold War and improve the Soviet Union’s economy by allowing more economic practices. Through perestroika (the economic restructuring of the country based on decentralization and self-management) the Soviets hoped to start a market economy. He realized that he needed western help so he implemented glasnost (openness), which allowed for free speech and even criticism of the government.  Gorbachev even criticized Stalin but did not challenge the power of the Communist party. Unfortunately one of the negative effects of this openness was an increase in ethnic fighting. 

In 1987 Gorbachev introduced legislation that allowed for two-party elections. The following year he created the Congress of People’s Deputies, where the members were chosen by election. Finally in 1990 Gorbachev removed Article 6, which guaranteed control to the Communist Party, from the constitution. Also in 1990, Gorbachev became the first president of the Soviet Union. 

The events of 1989, identified that year as perhaps, the most important in European history since 1789. The fall of the Berlin Wall and the break up of the Soviet Union heralded a new era in European politics. 
Between 1989 and 1990 the Cold War ended, thanks mainly to the efforts of Gorbachev. Revolutionary movements sprang up across eastern Europe as country after country demanded more autonomy. Gorbachev’s willingness to allow protests and not resort to military support for his satellite governments signaled an end of Soviet domination in eastern Europe. In October 1990 the countries of East and West Germany reunited and symbolically represented the end of the Cold War. 

Eastern Europe 
East Germany 

The Soviet-occupied part of Germany became the German Democratic Republic in 1949. (The French, British, and American zones became German Federal Republic). Walter Ulbricht (1893-1973) became the secretary of the Communist Party. He remained in charge until he was forced into retirement in 1971. 

Hungary 

In 1947 the Communist Party removed the opposition Peasant Party. Khrushchev had promised “peaceful coexistence”. As European countries heard Khruschev’s denouncement of Stalin’s policies they agitated for more autonomy. The policies of Imre Nagy (1896-1958) drew criticism from the Communists and he was removed from office. Protestors demonstrated across Hungary but Hungarian police refused to open fire. That same night, October 23, 1956, the Polish Communist Party declared that they would stay loyal to the Warsaw Pact, but would follow their own

path to socialism. They also named Nagy prime minister. Nagy created a new Communist government that included liberals and made it obvious that he intended to pursue his own political course. The Hungarian government called for Soviet troops to leave and even suggested pulling out of the Warsaw Pact. 
Events in Poland inspired the Hungarians to demand the same rights. Imre Nagy was elected the new Hungarian leader. In November, 1956, Nagy declared Hungary a free nation, promised free and open elections, and announced Hungary would withdraw from the Warsaw Pact. Three days after Nagy’s declaration the Soviet Red Army invaded Budapest, the capital of Hungary. The Soviets quickly reestablished order and appointed János Kádár (1912-1989) as the new leader. The “goulash communism” practiced in Hungary was a mix of a market economy and encouragement of capitalism that created a higher standard of living than in most other eastern European countries. 

Czechoslovakia 

Czechoslovakia had been one of the most industrial countries in Europe before the war. In the 1946 elections the Communists won only one-third of the votes. The non-Communists solicited the United States for assistance and as a result, in 1948 the Communists seized power. In Czechoslovakia there was no opportunity for revolt. After the war, Stalin had appointed Antonin Novotny (1904-1975) who controlled the country with an iron fist. But by the late 1960s Novotny had alienated the power structure and was replaced in 1968 by Alexander Dubcek (1921-1991). Dubcek wanted to rule the country using a gentler form of communism. He allowed limited free speech and press, he let people travel abroad, and eased the role of the secret police. This period became known as the “Prague Spring.” Many people in Czechoslovakia viewed the “Prague Spring" as a sign of Soviet weakness and demanded further reforms and even withdrawal from the Soviet bloc. To stop further problems the Soviets invaded Czechoslovakia in 1968 and replaced Dubcek with the hardliner Gustav Husák (b 1913). Husák retained the old order until 1987. 

Yugoslavia 

The one eastern European state that escaped Stalin’s repressive policies was Yugoslavia. During the war, Yugoslavia had been occupied by the Germans. Yugoslav resistance fighters fought valiantly against the Nazis and managed to free their country from Nazi control without Soviet help. The Communist leader was Tito, who refused to allow the Soviets to take Yugoslavia. Over the next few years the Yugolsavs maintained an economy based on the Communist system, but with free enterprise and capitalis. 

Western Europe 
West Germany 

The French, British, and American zones became German Federal Republic. Leader of the Christian Democratic Union, Konrad Adenauer (1876-1967) became chancellor of the new West German Federal Republic in 1949. Adenauer's political agenda entailed close ties with the United States and other western European nations, especially France. Fear of the spread of Communism in the early 1950s led to calls for rearmament of Germany, which happened in 1955. Also in 1955, inanother sign of cooperation, West Germany was admitted to NATO. Under Adenauer’s leadership West Germany witnessed an “economic miracle.” So great was West Germany’s economic success that she had to allow thousands of foreigners into the country as guest workers. Most of these workers came from southern European states such as Greece or Turkey. Adenauer resigned in 1963 and was replaced by Ludwig Erhard. 

France 

France and French politics during the Cold War era were dominated by one man, Charles de Gaulle (1890-1970). In October 1945 (the first election that allowed women to vote) the French people voted against the Third Republic and for the Communists. The center party, The Popular Republican Movement (M.P.R.) also gained a respectable share of the seats. The M.P.R. built up support using de Gaulle and anti-Communist resentment. In 1948 a frustrated de Gaulle resigned from government. 

De Gaulle had fought with the French resistance during the Second World War and was a hero to the French people. His political philosophy was Right Wing and after being disillusioned with the post-war political parties he created the French Popular Movement. A series of embarrassing events in Indochina and at home led the leaders of the Fourth Republic to invite de Gaulle to take over the government and to write a new constitution. 

In 1958 President de Gaulle unveiled his new constitution with significantly more power for the president and he proclaimed the Fifth Republic. He believed France should be considered a major power in Cold War politics. Despite developing a nuclear program he was never able to achieve his lofty goals. De Gaulle pulled France out of NATO in 1966 and spent a great deal of money trying to foster friendship among Third World countries. 

De Gaulle also implemented some major economic reforms in France which led to a huge increase in the gross national product between 1958 and 1968. But he failed to build the houses and hospitals needed by the people. Arguably he also made a mistake in nationalizing the coal and steel works and the railroads. Nationalization led to huge deficits, which in turn led to public dissatisfaction. In the spring of 1968 strikes crippled France as students and workers took to the streets to protest government policies. A year later de Gaulle resigned and died soon after. 

Great Britain 

After the war Great Britain was left almost in financial ruin. Immediately following the war the Conservative, led by Winston Churchill were replaced by the LabourParty, led by Clement Attlee (1883-1967). The Labour Party nationalized the Bank of England and then the coal mines, steel works, railroads, and utilities. Britain was fast becoming a welfare state. In 1946 the government created the National Insurance Act and the National Health Service to ensure free health care to all citizens. In 1951 the Conservatives were reelected back to office and continued to push the ideas of the welfare state. Financial problems at home caused the British government to limit spending abroad. Britain could no longer maintain the last vestiges of the old empire and most countries were given some degree of independence. 
Egypt had always been of importance to the British. In 1882 the British government had taken control of the country to protect British trade. The importance of Egypt’s strategic location increased with the opening of the Suez Canal, but diminished with the independence of India in 1947. Egypt became perhaps the best example of how the Soviet Union and the United States competed for non-aligned nations. The harder the United States pushed Egypt, the closer Egypt moved towards the Soviets and against Israel  In 1956 Colonel Gamal Abdel Nasser (1918-1970) the leader of Egypt, in a wave of Pan-Arab nationalism, nationalized the Suez Canal. Britain, fearing the loss of access to Asia and potential trade difficulties, united with France (Nasser had supported the Algerian Liberation Front’s move for independence from France) and Israel to move against Egypt. Eventually, under strong pressure from the United States, Britain accepted a United Nations proposed cease-fire. However, after 1956, it was increasingly obvious that Great Britain was no longer a major global power. 

