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PRIVATE 
Steps to Italian Unification tc  \l 3 "UNIFICATION OF ITALY STEP BY STEP"
1849 - Piedmont -Sardinia is ruled by the House of Savoy as a constitutional 
monarchy under Victor Emmanuel II.

1852 – Count Camilo di Cavour becomes Prime Minister of Piedmont-S

1855 – Urged by Cavour, Piedmont-S enters Crimean War to get favor with 
France.

July/1858 – Secret meeting between Napoleon III and Cavour at Plombieres. 
France to help Piedmont-Sardinia fight Austria in exchange for Nice and 
Savoy. Their idea is for Italy to be a federation of 4 states: 

1)  Upper Italian Kingdom including Piedmont-S, Lombardy and Venetia 

2)  Kingdom of Central Italy including Tuscany, Umbria and the Marches 
3) Rome and surrounding Papal States with the Pope’s temporal power 
  
     severely restrained and 

4)  Kingdom of Two Sicilies. 
April/1859 – Cavour manipulates Austria declares war on Piedmont-Sardinia. 


French join in. 
June/1859 – Italy and France win battles of Solferino and Magenta. Nap. III 

            worried that if Austria crushed, Prussia might enter war. Didn’t want 
Piedmont-S 
too powerful.
  
    

July/1859 - Napoleon III makes a surprise separate peace with the Austrians at 
  
    Villafranca. In the terms of the peace Piedmont-S gets Lombardy but 
   
    Austria keeps Venetia. Piedmont-S and Italian Patriots are infuriated!

    Cavour feels betrayed.
March/1860-Tuscany, Modena, Parma and Papal States(except Rome) are 
annexed to Piedmont-S after plebiscite elections result in approval.


France is willing to accept this situation as of 1860 because they get back 
Nice and Savoy under Treaty of Turin.
1860 - As of this year Italy is in three parts: 

a) Piedmont-S controls all of northern Italy except Venetia.


b) Papal States 

c) Kingdom of the Two Sicilies - which includes Naples.

Garibaldi Steps Up!

May/1860- Giuseppe Garibaldi, a dedicated republican, and 1000 volunteers 
  
       (Red Shirts), set out to “liberate” Sicily from Bourbons. Cavour 


       secretly supported, but won't overtly acknowledge any Piedmontese 
  
       participation. Supported by Mazzini. 

Sept/1860-  Garibaldi takes Naples. (To avoid conflict with France Cavour does 
  
     not  want Garibaldi to go to Rome.) Sends the Piedmontese 

     
     army to meet him. 
Oct./1860. Plebiscites join Naples, Sicily, all the Papal States BUT ROME  to 

      Piedmont-S.

March/1861 – King Victor Emmanuel II of Italy proclaims Kingdom of Italy. (all 
 
   but  Rome and Venetia). 
June/1861 Cavour dies suddenly at age 51.

1866 - Venetia added as Italy's prize for help to Prussia vs. Austria in Seven 

Weeks War.
1870 - Rome annexed after withdrawal of French troops in the midst of the 

Franco-Prussian War.

TA DA! ITALY!

