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PRIVATE 
Steps to German Unification
1834-Zollverein (economic union formed.)  All German states except Austria 

          belonged by 1853.

1840-1861 - Reign of Frederick William IV, who wouldn't take the crown of 
 
    "Germany" out of the gutter, when offered it by the powerless Frankfurt 
    
     Assembly.

1861-1888 - Reign of William I.

1862 - Otto von Bismarck appointed chief minister. 

1861-1866 - Bismarck waged "constitutional struggle" against the liberals. Used 
ideals of “realpolitik”
to bypass parliament. Used unapproved taxes that 

used to train and equip the army.

Bismarck starts unifying by “Iron and Blood.”

Series of Wars

1864 - Austria and Prussia fight Denmark for Schleswig and Holstein. Denmark 
defeated. Austria gets Holstein; Prussia gets Schleswig. Set-up for war 

           against Austria
1866 - Seven Weeks War: Prussia vs. Austria and German Confederation. 
Bismarck set it up over control of S/H.Prussia easily defeats Aus at Battle 
of Sadowa Prussia annexes S/H and also the 
kingdom of Hanover, 
Duchy of Nassau, Duchy of Hesse-Cassel and free city of Frankfurt. 
The former German federal union disappears. Treaty of Prague 1866

(This is where Italy get Venetia.)

1867 - Bismarck organizes the North German Confederation which includes 
Prussia and the remaining 21 "German" states. EXCLUDED are Austria 
 
and also Bavaria, Baden, Wurttemberg, and Hesse-Darmstadt, all south 
of the river Main, and mostly Catholic.


Bismarck makes a constitution for the NGC. It is a federal system but 
William I, the King of Prussia is the hereditary head. The Parliament has 
an upper chamber to represent the states, but not equally. The lower 
chamber, the Reichstag (an important word to remember) is elected by 
universal male suffrage. Bismarck was good at using the "masses" as 
allies against the private interests. The deal was that 
they got more 
“democracy” and he got the emerging Empire. Then he had 
to placate 
them with social programs, which he did. 

7/1870 - Bismarck sets up France with the EMS TELEGRAM, tricking them into a 
declaration of war. Franco-Prussian war begins.

Issue over distant relative of Will I, Prince Leopold, maybe becoming 
King of Spain. France worried about being surrounded by Hohenzollerns.


Telegram altered to appear Will was insulting the French.  
7/1870 – France declares war on Prussia.  Southern German states join Prussia

9/1870 – Prussia could not be stopped! French army surrenders after defeat at 
Battle of Sedan. Napoleon III is taken prisoner. 


(This is when Italy takes Rome.)


Insurrection in Paris proclaims THIRD REPUBLIC.

(Commune of Paris refuses to recognize surrender. More about that later.)
1/1871- William I crowned Kaiser (Emperor) of Germany in Hall of Mirrors at 
Versailles. German Reich (Empire) now all member of Northern German 
Confederation, southern German states and Alsace-Lorraine.

5/1871- War ends in the Treaty of Frankfurt.


Terms of the Treaty:


1. Bismarck insists on Constituent Assembly elected by universal suffrage 
  
     in France to get a government that can surrender to him.


2. France has to pay 5 billion gold franc indemnity. (about $1 billion)


    (Remember, they started it, even though Bismarck hoped for it and 
  
    provoked it. The business about indemnity will come back to haunt 
  
     Europe in 1918.)


3. France cedes Prussia the border provinces of Alsace and Lorraine 
  
    (which have long identified themselves as French in language and 

    culture.)

The new German Reich is a federated state. Universal male suffrage, (upper class votes counted more). Weak Reichstag (Parliament). The deal is done, by the way, not with plebiscites, as in Italy, but by agreement between the separate governments and Prussia.

TA DA! GERMANY!
