APEH Exam Review – Questions




M. Bramlett
Be prepared to answer questions such as these.

Late Middle Ages (Chapter 13)

1.
What factors contributed to the divergent roles in government of the English Parliament and the French Estates General after the Hundred Years' War?

2.
What are the problems encountered by the historian in understanding the status of women in the late-medieval period?

3.
How did dynastic instability affect the governments of England and France as well as some of the states of Italy?

4.
Compare and contrast the effects of the Hundred Years' War on England and France.

5. Explain how the socioeconomic consequences of the Black Death contributed to the Peasant's Revolt and similar peasant tensions and unrest.
6. How can the fall of Constantinople seem to mark the end of the Middle Ages, yet have such marginal repercussions for western medieval Europe?
Renaissance (Chapter 14)

1.
In the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, cultural expression in northern and southern Europe developed in very different ways. Describe some of these differences, and explain them.

2.
How do you account for the fact that people in northern Europe seemed to be more concerned about daily devotion and the state of their relationship to God than those in the south? What did political, intellectual, and artistic leaders in Italy focus on instead?

3.
It took decades for the princes of northern Europe to appreciate the intellectual and artistic movements associated with Renaissance Italy. Once they did, they found many aspects of these movements attractive and useful. What features of humanism and Renaissance culture in general would have benefited princes trying to enhance their own position?

4.
Why was the glorification of chivalry in northern Europe in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries unrealistic and escapist?

5.
Discuss the ways in which dissatisfaction with the character, practices, and beliefs of the Roman Catholic Church was expressed in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries.

Reformation (Chapter 15)

1.
What role did the written word play in spreading the criticisms of the church and suggestions for reform? How would uneducated folk have come in contact with these ideas?

2.
What were the characteristics of northern Humanism? In what ways was it similar to Italian Humanism?

3.
Luther and Erasmus both attacked what they saw as abuses and pretensions of the church and the clergy. Compare their criticisms and their approaches to Church reform.

4.
Although there had been heretics and reformers in the Catholic Church before Martin Luther, none was able to bring about any lasting disturbance of Christian unity. Discuss the social, economic, and political conditions in Germany and the conditions in the church that contributed to the enormous success of Lutheranism.

5.
Discuss the reaction of the mainstream reformers to radical movements such as Anabaptism. How do you explain their reactions?

6. Although Martin Luther was the originator of the Protestant Reformation, a younger man, John Calvin, had an even more far-reaching influence. Describe and explain John Calvin’s success.

7. Describe the responses of the Catholic forces in Europe to the challenges presented by the reformers. Discuss not only the responses of the church hierarchy, but of lay people as well.

New Economies, New Politics (Chapter 14)

1.
What factors contributed to the economic boom of the sixteenth century? What areas of the economy experienced the most dramatic growth? Did the prosperity of the age extend to all segments of society?

2.
Compare and contrast the Spanish and Portuguese exploitation of their respective overseas empires. Your response should include discussion of their motives, the economic impact on each country, and their relations with the native populations.

3.
England’s parliament gained importance and prestige during the reign of Henry VIII at the same time that monarchical power reached new heights. Show how these two apparently contradictory developments occurred and discuss the relationship that developed between the two branches of government.

4.
The problem of money was one that faced all monarchs, and particularly kings as concerned with enhancing their power as those of the sixteenth century. Using appropriate evidence and examples, discuss some of the ways that the new monarchs found to enhance their revenues. Describe also the activities that constituted their major expenditures in this era.

5. In the late fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries, the monarchs of western Europe were able to create vastly more powerful and centralized administrations, while those of central and eastern Europe were not. How do you account for this difference?

6. How did the practice of international diplomacy begin to change in Europe from 1450-1550?

War and Crisis (Chapter 16)

1.
The text argues that by the middle of the seventeenth century, economic, territorial, and political goals of the state were superseding religious and dynastic ambitions in guiding the foreign policies of the great powers. Evaluate the history of the Spanish Habsburgs from 1520-1660 in terms of this transition.

2.
What were the developments that led to the “military revolution” of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries? What was the social and political impact of these changes?

3.
Compare the policies and leadership of Elizabeth I and Charles I with regard to a) religion and b) relations with the political community represented in the House of Commons.

4.
What were the causes of the English Civil War? How did the different social classes and religious groups line up during the war?

5.
The English and French monarchies both aspired to royal absolutism in the seventeenth century, a development that met with opposition from groups that wanted a share of power. Discuss the challenges to absolutism in both places, efforts to overcome this opposition, and the respective outcomes.

6.
It has been said that the duke of Olivares aspired to be the “Richelieu of Spain.” Compare Olivares’ efforts to unite Spain and strengthen the monarchy with those of Richelieu in France. In evaluating the work of the two ministers consider those conditions in their respective countries that might have aided or impeded their efforts.

Scientific Revolution (Chapter 17)

1.
Explain the origins of the scientific revolution. Why did it occur when it did? How did it alter Europeans’ views of their place in the natural world and in the universe?

2.
Why was the new science of the late sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries regarded by church and state as a threat to the established religious and political order?

3.
Discuss the impact that the social and economic tensions of the seventeenth century had on European towns and villages. How did they deal with these tensions?

4.
Explain the obstacles that a seventeenth-century free peasant, of good health and good intelligence, would have faced in trying to improve his or her position in society.

Absolute Rulers (Chapter 17)

1.
Compare the policies and activities of Louis XIV, Peter the Great, and the “Great Elector.” What similarities do you find in the actions of absolute monarchs?

2.
Compare the role of the Russian, Prussian, French, and English aristocracies in their respective states and societies. How do their powers and privileges differ? In what ways were they similar? What were the major issues of concern to eighteenth-century aristocrats?

3.
“When William III of the United Provinces became king of England, he was moving into a social and political environment that was in many ways similar to that of the Netherlands.” What were these similarities? How did the situations in the two countries differ?

4.
Compare the ideas of Thomas Hobbes and John Locke on the origins and purposes of government. How were their works responses to the political conditions of their time?

Empire Economies and Protoindustrialization (Chapter 18)

1.
Historians now think that the population expansion in Europe in the eighteenth century was the result of declining death rates, rather than rising birthrates. What factors were leading to a slight decrease in mortality, and what factors prevented more children from being born?

2.
What conditions were necessary for an industrial revolution? What factors prevented an industrial revolution from taking place prior to the late eighteenth century? What changes occurred in the eighteenth century that made it possible to overcome these impediments?

3.
In view of the new agricultural techniques that were developed over the course of the eighteenth century, how do you explain the difficulties in which French agriculture found itself on the eve of the Revolution? Why were there food shortages and peasant unrest?

4.
Discuss the apparent advantages that France had over Britain in the first half of the eighteenth century. In the light of this, how do you explain Britain’s victory over France in the mid-century struggle for empire?

Enlightenment (Chapter 19)

1.
What were the principal characteristics of Enlightenment thought? What were the influences on the Enlightenment?

2.
To what extent did the ideas of the philosophes challenge monarchical government and aristocratic society?

3.
What evidence do we have that artists, writers, poets, and musicians, as well as philosophers and theorists, embraced the idea of freedom in the eighteenth century?

4.
Contrast the interests and attitudes of common people – artisans, peasants, and workers – with those of their “social betters” in the eighteenth century.

French Revolution (Chapter 20)

1. Privilege was an impediment to reform in eighteenth-century Europe. Discuss some of the efforts to reduce or eliminate privilege. How did the privileged classes respond to these efforts?

2. It could be argued that the French Revolution should have ended on the night of August 4, 1789. The peasants were pacified by the measures taken by the National Assembly, feudalism had been abolished, and the groundwork was laid for a new regime. Why, then, did the Revolution continue and become violent and more radical?

3. The work done by the National Assembly before 1792 effected sweeping changes in French society and institutions. Summarize these reforms and discuss how they constituted a “bourgeois revolution.”

4. What role did the peasants play in the French Revolution? 

5. Discuss the political ideal and practices of the sans-culottes. How did they differ from those of the Jacobins?

Napoleon (Chapter 21)

1.
Napoleon Bonaparte has been called the “last of the enlightened despots.” Discuss how his policies and practices resemble those of the enlightened monarchs of the old regime. In what important respects did they differ?

2.
Napoleon prided himself on being the preserver of the French Revolution – but clearly only a part of the French Revolution. Describe how Napoleon’s regime and policies affected each of the following major groups: peasants, women, urban artisans and workers, middle-class professionals, aristocrats.

3.
Napoleon believed that national loyalties would never be given to traditional regimes when a rational and progressive alternative existed. What evidence from across Europe indicated that he was wrong?

Industrial Revolution (Chapter 22)

1.
Assume the roles of a peasant, an aristocrat, a middle-class professional, and a skilled artisan in, say, western Germany in 1820. How would you view the changes in your world since 1800?

2.
How did the industrial revolution affect women of the middle class? How did it affect women of the working classes? How were their experiences similar? How were they different?

3.
What changes did industrialization bring to conditions of work for the average laborer?

Isms and Social Change (Chapter 22)

1.
What did it mean to be a liberal in the nineteenth century? What was the relationship between political liberalism and economic liberalism? What social groups are most associated with liberal ideas in the early nineteenth century?

2.
The Reform Bill of 1832 dealt primarily with elections and the qualifications for the franchise. What were the provisions of this bill and why were they important? What social groups benefited most from it? What groups still lacked a political voice?

3.
What new problems were created by the urbanization that occurred in most of Europe in the nineteenth century? Why did people flock to cities in spite of the disadvantages of living in them?

4.
The nineteenth century was an era of immense change and dislocation for many Europeans. Why was lower-class resistance to these changes so difficult to organize, and so unsuccessful?

5.
How were the early socialists critical of industrial society? What values important to the human spirit did they think were being lost?

Nationalism and Revolution (Chapter 23)

1.
“In 1848 the forces of liberalism, democracy, and nationalism met in a head-on collision. Autocracy emerged victorious.” Explain and discuss.

2.
“The cleverness of Napoleon III and Bismarck lay in their ability to woo, as well as to coerce, the masses.” Explain how these statesmen fostered loyalty and suppressed opposition.

3.
“The unification of Italy and of Germany proved that the age of Metternich had passed.” Discuss this statement. 

Imperialism (Chapter 24)

1.
Write an essay outlining the major ideas of Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels. Discuss the theoretical and practical implications of Marxism, and why the movement had such appeal.

2.
Charles Darwin’s influence was not limited to science, but extended to social theory as well. How were Darwin’s ideas translated into social theory, and what movements in European political and economic life could they be used to support?

3.
Between 1870 and 1914, Western powers took over major portions of the non-western world. How did Europeans themselves account for this occurrence at the time? How did they justify it?

The Age of Progress (Chapter 25)

1.
The most important cultural development of the nineteenth century was the rise of the middle class and the general adoption of its values. What were these values and how did they come to dominate a society in which aristocrats still had so much political and social control?

2.
Why was the Vatican Council of 1869 called? What positions did it arrive at, and what do they represent about the Catholic faith and the role of religion in European society in the late nineteenth century?

3.
After 1870 it can be argued that the standard of living for most Europeans was improving significantly for the first time since the industrial revolution began. What evidence is there to support this assessment? If it was truly the case that Europeans were better off, how do you account for the rising social unrest of the decades before 1914?

4.
Compare the histories of Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Spain in the decades before 1914. In what ways do the three states reveal common problems faced by late nineteenth-century governments in the era of the liberal nation-state?

World War I (Chapter 26)
1.
Discuss the origins of World War I. Can any single country be blamed for starting the war? In what ways did the alliance system, implemented to maintain a peaceful balance of power in Europe, in fact have the opposite effect?

2.
Why did World War I become a stalemated war of attrition? What eventually broke the deadlock?

3.
Was the Treaty of Versailles fundamentally unfair? In what ways? Can it be said to have ensured the instability of the European state system for the following decades?

Between the Wars (Chapter 27)
1. Dictatorships and authoritarian systems of rule have existed nearly as long as civilized society itself. What was new and unusual about the twentieth-century form known as totalitarianism?

2. How did Stalinist Russia and Nazi Germany place similar demands on their citizens? How did their ideologies differ?

3.
“Without the Great Depression it is inconceivable that a man like Hitler could have gained power in a major European nation.” Do you agree with this statement? How did the Depression contribute to Germany’s willingness to accept Hitler and to the democracies’ inability to stop him?

4.
Discuss the relationship between Hitler’s rise to power and Germany’s situation as a result of the Treaty of Versailles. How was Hitler able to benefit from the Treaty?

5.
What social transformation was Stalin trying to bring about in the Soviet Union in the 1930s? Why do you think he felt obliged to carry out the Great Purges of the late 1930s?

World War II (Chapter 27)
1.
Discuss the policy of appeasement. Why was it so hard for the democratic governments of Europe to respond forcefully to Hitler’s foreign policy initiatives?

2.
How was Hitler able to get the support of the German people in carrying out his plans for the Jews and other so-called “undesirable” groups?

3.
How did World War II alter life on the home front in Britain, Germany, and Soviet Russia?

4.
How was the strategic balance of power altered in Europe by the end of World War II? Given these realities, how do you assess the importance of the Yalta Conference and its decisions about the postwar fate of Europe?

5.
Why did the United States become so fearful of the Soviet Union after 1945? Why was the Soviet Union so fearful of the United States?

Cold War and Collapse of Communism (Chapters 28-30)
1.
In the nearly fifty years since the end of World War II, the continent of Europe has become more tightly integrated than ever before. What forces have made for this increasing unity, and what are the political landmarks that chart its path?

2.
European governments have developed a somewhat different approach to both social legislation and business than exists in the United States. Describe these approaches.

3.
Why did the Soviet experiment collapse?

4.
Evaluate Europe’s place in relation to the rest of the world at the end of the twentieth century.

