Effective Text Reading

1. Reading critically and annotating a text is an important skill. Tests  will cover 30-35  pages of text. This material may not be discussed in class. Get used to it. In college, you’ll be responsible for several hundred pages – even entire books

2. Read the assignment through once. This will give you a general sense of the content. Then read it again critically to provide a more detailed knowledge of the assignment. Italicized or highlighted words or phrases and visual aids (artwork, maps, graphs, tables) are often significant.  Pay particular attention to maps.
3. You cannot remember all that you read. You must therefore underline or highlight the more important material. A common error is the underline too much,  Concentrate on key phrases and sentences. Do not fear marking up your books. You should expect your text to be thoroughly “used” by the end of the year.

4. Take notes on the reading. Outline potential questions and make vocabulary sheets about people, events, and publications.  These PETS (people, places, events, and terms) will be a valuable study aid.

