AP Core Scoring Guide

	BASIC CORE
	EXPANDED CORE

	Points
	Points

	1) Provides an appropriate, explicitly states thesis that directly addresses all parts of the question. Thesis may not simply restate the question.
	
	A student must earn 6 points in the basic core area before points can be earned in the expanded core. Student may earn 1, 2 or 3 points for successfully demonstrating any, all, or some of the following points. Expanded core points are designed to differentiate the average from the outstanding, and are therefore not awarded lightly. 

Examples:

· Has an unusually clear, analytical, and comprehensive thesis.


· Uses all or almost all of the documents.


· Addresses all parts of the question with unusual thoroughness.


· Makes extremely persuasive arguments using the documents as evidence.


· Shows an understanding of subtle nuances in the documents.


· Analyzes bias or point of view in more than three documents cited in the essay.


· Brings in relevant "outside" historical content.
	

	2) Discusses a majority of the documents individually and specifically. Documents cannot be referenced together in order to get credit for this point. Documents need not be cited by number or by name.
	
	
	

	3) Demonstrates an understanding of the basic meaning of a majority of the documents. Misinterprets no more than one document. (Misinterpretation is an analysis that leads to an inaccurate grouping or a false conclusion.) Point #2 is required to earn point #3.
	
	
	

	4) Uses documents in the body of the essay to provide direct support for the thesis. Point #1 is required to earn point #4.
	
	
	

	5) Analyzes point of view or bias in at least three documents. The student 
must make a reasonable effort to explain why a particular source expresses the stated view. Attribution alone is not sufficient to earn credit for point of view.
	
	
	

	6) Analyzes documents by explicitly organizing them into at least three appropriate groups. A group must contain at least two documents that are used correctly.
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