	DBQ DOs and DON'Ts

	DO
	DON'T

	· read and interpret the question carefully. 

· read the Historical Background section provided. 

· read and analyze each of the documents in turn. 

· remember that none of the documents is irrelevant to the issue, but some are more revealing and pertinent than others. 

· determine which of the documents are more important to the issue and make a mark in order to return to them.  Be sure to use most the documents in your analysis, omitting no more than one or two. 

· identify the point of view (POV) of the source -- where the author stands and possible biases. 

· consider possible changes over time (COT) reflected in the documents. 

· look for tension -- Are there people from the same places or times with differing POV? 

· outline an essay that incorporates an interpretation of the documents into an original thesis. 

· remember:  no one answer is right.  By using various documents, you can make a strong case from any number of points of view. 

· integrate the documents into your essay response.  Refer to the documents in making your case by summarizing or briefly quoting, but not by simply giving the number. 

· be sure every sentence has a clear topic sentence that relates clearly back to your thesis. 

· check to make sure you've answered all parts of the question. 

· base your comments on the documents themselves, NOT on outside information.  Outside information may be used to enhance understanding but it must not be the basis of your argument. 

· try to write neatly! 
	· start writing before you've mapped out your main points. 

· simply summarize each or any of the documents. 

· laundry-list, with no imposed order or groupings for the documents. 

· quote huge chunks of the documents.  (Limit quotations to a phrase which is placed within the context of your answer.) 

· forget to draw on the documents to support your essay. 

· fail to answer the question in your effort to incorporate the documents. 

· parrot 


APEH








M. Bramlett
