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CHAPTER: 13 --- The Crisis of Late Medieval Society/1320-1430

Challenges to Spiritual Authority 










Summary





The crises of confidence in late M.A. extended to the papacy.





System of papal taxation dev from Crusades used to consolidate papal gov.


Curia(church gov) dev bureaucracy like secular govts.


Family members often given preference.


Cardinals very powerful


Papal army grew as attempt to restore control of Papal States in Italy.





Marsilius of Padua, The Defender of the Peace (1324)…people right to select head of church. Papal power result of historical usurpation.  Work decreed heretical


William Ockham (Eng. Franciscan)…nominalsim. Emphasis on covenant bet. God and man.


Charged with heresy





-	The Great Schism (approx. 40 years, 1378-1417)


Avignon Papacy VERY French. Criticized by Petrarch as “Babylonian Captivity.


        -   	1377: Pope Gregory XI finally returned to Rome( but shortly died.


        - 	Citizens of Rome threatened that if an Italian/Roman was not elected as pope…they might be killed.


                       ( French majority elected an Italian as Pope Urban VI.


        - 	But the French cardinals declared Urban's election void… they elected a Frenchman as Clement VII and 


	returned to Avignon


        * 	Now 2 popes…and Europe divided over popes( hurt church   ( hurt faith - How could there be 2 popes?


					            ( which one was infallible?





Council of Pisa (1409)  defecting Cardinals deposed both popes and elected 3rd one, Aleaxander V.


Died 10 months later( Pope John XXIII.


Council of Constance (1414)…determined to heal schism, combat heresy, reform church


Ordered jan Huss birned at stake. 


Deposed John XXIII ( Roman Pope Gregory XII resigned(


Deposed BenedictXIII (successor of Clement)( refused to abdicate, exiled to Spain.


Appointed Martin V… ended Schism





        -	Free Spirits( didn’t oppose pope. Branded heretics. Northern Eur. mystics. Indiv could attain salvation 


	without Church.


Beguines( laywomen lived together in beguinages. Spread from N.Eur. to Lowlands. Manily urban.


 Didn’t submit to clerical orders. Piety and good works.


Beghards( men who led pious lives and begged for living


Lollards( inspired by Eng, John Wycliffe, Oxford prof., On the Church (1378)( true church a  community of believers. Reliance on Bible and indiv.conscience. King respon for reform. Attempt to translate Bible into Eng. (died before finsihed) Peasant uprisings in 1381 expressed support of parish priests.


Underground until Reformation





Jan Huss( Hussites from Bohmeia.(HRE)  Influeced by Wycliffe(


-	major issue focused on receiving bread AND WINE dur. Eucharist ( only clergy got wine)


-	opponents called then Utraquists (Lat.both)


-	guaranted safe passage by HRE, but burned at stake( uproar became national revolution


-	Brutal repression( assembled in communities at Mount Tabor, modeled after early Chrsitians. Gained right to bread and wine until 16th century.

















New ideas also hurt church…ideas formed as a result of a loss of faith.


              - Church only 1 part of society…only for spiritual functions.


              - Clergy have no special power.


              - Final authority not with pope but with church council that represented everyone.


              - Reason could not be used to prove that God exists…no evidence.








As a result of the Black Death, salvation became more important, which increased people performing good works 


to attain salvation.





Loss of faith in structural society of Church, but interest in Christianity did not decline.




















How had the church increased authority?











Who criticized the church?











Why was The Great Schism a major threat to the Church?

















What attempts were made to reconcile the church?


(Conciliar Movement)








Who were the dissenters and heretics?

















What was the most serious challenge to papal authority?








The consolidation of papal power resulted in both secular and clerical decent.  The Great Schism split the church for 40 years and secular dissension further weakened support.








