COURSE:  AP European History







Date:  8/15/08
CHAPTER: 29 --- A New Globalism, 1989-Present

The Soviet Union Comes Apart







Summary





The USSR totally collapsed by 1992





Perestroika failed to revitalize the econ.


Even higher unemployment, prices, scarcity of goods


Gorbachev’s plan was “too little, too late.”





Boris Yeltsin defeated communist candidate for pres. of Russian Republic


Hard-liners, including head of KGB, tried to overthrow gov.


Put Gorbechev under house arrest


Yeltsin stood on tank outside parliament and called for resistance


Units of army defected, thousands supported Yeltsin


Coup failed 


	


		


Communist newspaper, Pravda, outlawed


KGB files sealed


Parliament suspended the Communist Party in Aug. 1991


Gorbachev left politics








Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania declared indep. In Sept.


Ethnic conflicts followed indep in some areas


Tajikistan and Azerbaijan …riots against Armenians


Anti-Semitism in Baltics


Chechnya wanted indep. 


USSR formally dissolved Jan. 1, 1992





Commonwealth of Independent States created by 12 of 15 USSR republics








Difficult to change to market econ, corruption 


Ethnic troubles led to invasion of Chechnya


Organized crime controlled econ., resulted in lack of aid from West


Devalued currency and defaulted on loans


Yeltsin resigned Dec, 31, 1999





Vladimir Putin (Premier 2007) Dmitriy Medvdev (Pres. 2007)


Aimed to restore “strong gov.”


Continued war in Chechnya


Putin still the power


Unrest continues…invaded Georgia in Aug. 2008!








What were some of the econ. problems?








What happened in the coup of 1991














What happened to the Communist Party?








How did the other republics of the USSR react?














What is the CIS?





What were problems Yeltsin faced











Who leads Russia today?











Communism in the USSR totally collapsed by 1992, but there was widespread corruption and the shortage of essential necessities. Putin restored order to Russia, but the econ and ethnic divisions continue to cause unrest, casualties and atrocities. 








