APUSH  ESSAY COMMAND WORDS

Assess- once THE (?) favorite APUSH command word? : judge the value or character of something: "assess the validity of the above" 
Analyze- evaluate the various component; take apart

Compare-examine for the purposes of noting similarities and differences; in what ways are two things alike and different?
Contrast-compare in order to show unlikeness or points of difference; note differences between and compare
Criticize-make judgments as to merits and faults; criticism may approve or disapprove
Define-give the meaning of a word, phrase or concept; determine or fix the boundaries or extent of
Describe-give an account of; tell about; give a word picture of
Discuss-talk over; write about; consider or examine by argument or from various points of view, debate; present the different sides of( is this term meaningless?) 
Enumerate-mention or list separately; name one after the other
Evaluate-give the good points and the bad ones, appraise; give an opinion regarding the value; discuss the advantages and disadvantages of
Explain-make clear or plain; make known in detail; tell the meaning of; make clear the cause or reason of

Illustrate-make clear or intelligible by examples
Interpret-explain the meaning of; make plain; present your thinking about
Justify-show good reasons for; present your evidence; offer facts to support your position

Prove-establish the truth or genuineness of something by giving factual evidence or logical reasons
Summarize-state or express in concise form; give the main points briefly 
Trace-follow the course of ; give a description of the progress of; ascertain by investigation

Suggested Construction for

 AP

United States History Essays 

I.
Introduction 


A. Statement of Problem ____________________________


B. Thesis(Proposed Solution)________________________


C. Arguments to be Considered



1._______________________



2._______________________



3._______________________



4._______________________

II.     Topic Sentence:_____________________________________

        Evidence (3 relevant facts)

        A._________________________

        B._________________________

        C._________________________

        transition

III.    Topic Sentence:_____________________________________

        Evidence (3 relevant facts)

        A._________________________

        B._________________________

        C._________________________

        transition

IV.    Topic Sentence:_____________________________________

        Evidence (3 relevant facts)

        A._________________________

        B._________________________

        C._________________________

        transition

V.     Topic Sentence:_____________________________________

        Evidence (3 relevant facts)

        A._________________________

        B._________________________

        C._________________________

        transition

VI.     Conclusion

        A. One sentence summaries of paragraphs II, III, IV and V to reinforce thesis.

        B. Add any new insights, but avoid contradicting your thesis in the conclusion. Be 

            consistent in your interpretation.

        C. Make your last sentence adequately compelling to endure in the reader's attention.

