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M. Bramlett

WWI Primary Documents Assignment

These primary documents can be found at the following urls.  Read each documents and type the  answers in BOLD using a different size and type of font.  
http://www.lib.byu.edu/~rdh/wwi/     This is a WWI document archive. Look under the year 1914 to read the English versions of the following.
1. The “blank check”       http://www.lib.byu.edu/~rdh/wwi/1914/blankche.html

1. What is the date of the message?

2. Who does Wilhlem promise to try to influence on Austria-Hungary’s behalf?

3. In the wording of the document, what qualifies the nickname of the

               “blank check?”

2.  A-H ultimatum to Serbia      

     http://www.lib.byu.edu/~rdh/wwi/1914/austro-hungarian-ultimatum.html

1. What is the date?

2.  For what overall actions was Serbia blamed?


3.  What are three reasons that Serbia was specifically blamed for the assassination?


4.  How much time was given for a reply?

3.  Serbian response to the ultimatum.

     http://www.lib.byu.edu/~rdh/wwi/1914/serbresponse.html

1. What is the date?


2. In what language was the original response?  Why?


3. Why does Serbia claim it should not be held responsible for the murders?


4.  How many of  the ten demands does Serbia agree to?


5. Which demand (s) does Serbia reject?  Why do you think they rejected this?

4.  The Willy-Nicky Telegrams   http://www.lib.byu.edu/~rdh/wwi/1914/willynilly.html

1. What are dates of the telegrams?

2. Who are Willy and Nicky?  What is their relationship?


3. What does “ignoble” mean?

4.  Why does Willy not consider the Serbian conflict ignoble?


5.  What is Russia hoping Germany will do regarding Austria-Hungary?


6.  Why were Willy’s telegrams on July 30 and 31 crucial ones?


7.  Why does Nicky’s July 31 telegram not seem to go along with Russian actions?


8.  How do the tones of the August 1 telegrams change from earlier ones?


9.  How inevitable is war at this point from both sides?


10. Why are they writing in English?
5. The Zimmermann Telegram 

http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/zimmermann/
Read the background information.  Look at the coded telegram. Read the deciphered telegram and answer the following questions.

1.  Who is sending the telegram and who is the recipient?
2.  What nation intercepted and deciphered the telegram?

3. Why did they delay in making the telegram know to the U.S.?

4.  What does Germany plan to begin on  February 1, 1917?

5.  What deal does Zimmermann offer?

6.  David Kahn, author of The Codebreakers, states, "No other single cryptanalysis has had such enormous consequences." It is his opinion that "never before or since has so much turned upon the solution of a secret message."  Why might this statement be justified?
