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WebQuest: The Black Death 

Why was the bubonic plague of the 14th century referred to as the “Black Death”?
Part 1:  EyeWitness-history through the eyes of those who lived it,  


http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/plague.htm
Read this article and answer the following questions.

1. What were the three types of plague?  Briefly describe each type.

2. What is the title of the book written by Giovanni Boccaccio about the 
      plague in Italy?  What does he say happened to law and order?
What happened to most of those that died?

Part 2:  Plague symptoms: 
http://nhs.needham.k12.ma.us/cur/eng97_8/remsen/saki_justin/the_plague.htm
Read paragraph 4. Look at all the images. Answer the following.

1. Describe the symptoms of the plague.
2. What does the doctor in the last image appear to be doing?

Part 3: Black Death Art.  http://history.boisestate.edu/westciv/plague/19.shtml
Read the article and answer the following.

1. What stands out about the tombs in the cemetery?

2. What is the danse macabre?

Part 4: The Culprit  http://www.insecta-inspecta.com/fleas/bdeath/
1. 
Select “The Black Death” and scroll through the page. 

Describe what you see in the images.  How do these modern 

photographs compare to the description in Part 2?
3. Select “Effect on Europe.”  Watch the animated map. What does it tell 

you about the spread of the plague?

4. Scroll down to the section on children.  What does the nursery rhyme
 mean?

5. Select Effect on Art and Music.  What artist did the engraving, 
“The Dance of Death”?   (We will learn more about him later.)
Part 5: In a concise paragraph answer the focus question, “Why was the bubonic plague called the “Black Death”? 

